Latin Military 
Armed-to-Teeth 



By ARY MOLEON 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
; recent wave of military coups 
in Latin America has finally 
hit the White House. 

The return to mOitary rule 
in most of Latin America is 
focused today in an eleventh- 
, hour effort to defuse a dan- 
gerous crisis with Peru. 

But the turbulence unleash- 
ed by 16 military takeovers 
since the Alliance for Prog- 
ress was founded could hit 
the Nixon administration with | 
tidal force. I 

IF THE PERUVIAN junta 
does not take what the U.S. 
considers to be “appropriate 
steps” toward compensating 
the International Petroleum 
Corp. for properties it expro- 
priated last fall, Nixon is re- 
quired by U.S. law to cut off 
most U.S. aid to Peru. 

President Nixon has said it 
might have a “domino effect” 
all over Latin America. 

There is a strong under- 
current of Nasser-type offi- 
cers in the Latin military 
establishment. 

NINE OF THE 19 Alliance’s 
Latin member countries are 
now ruled by the military. 
There was only one military 
government when President 
Kennedy launched the pro- 
gram to accelerate economic 
progress within a democratic 
framework. 

The progress has not been 
impressive. For every billion 
dollars the United States has 
furnished to the Alliance, 20 
million Latin Americans have 
lost the right to self-deter- 
mination. Today three out of 
every four Latin Americans 
live under military rule. 

Total Latin American mili- 
tary expenditures in 1965 
were $1,5 billion, 50 per cent 
in excess of what the United 
States was committed to ap- 
-. propriate that year in eco- 
” nomic aid to the area. 

‘ SOMETIMES THE LATIN 
Military are more concerned 
with arms purchases than in 
~ achieving social goals. The 
Latin American military es- 
... tablishment takes 2.4 per cent 
■ of the area’s gross national 



... product. 

War among Latin American 
countries is unthinkable be- 
; cause of existing Western 
. Hemisphere treaties. 

Why the huge arms expen- 
ditures? The Latin soldier 
loves to toy with them. 

" ARGENTINA HAS just es- 
calated the Latin arms race 
by announcing the purchase 
of three destroyers and two 
^ submarines. 

Brazil, Chile and Peru are 
likely to follow suit, raising 
' the prospect of another arms 
race similar to the one touch- 
ed off three years ago when 
, Argentina bought 50 jet 
bombers. 

* Pentagon experts said the 
Argentine ship purchases 

, have “little military signifi- 
cance” and that they serve 
^ merely for “reasons of pres- 

* tige.” 

. DESPITE THE continuing 
search for military advant- 
age, the possibilities that 
weapons will be used against 
other Latin American nations 
are considered remote. 

War in the Western Hemi- 
sphere is seen as a political 

* absurdity and a military im- 
possibility. 

According tp existing trea- 
tries, any country which 
launches an attack against 
. another member of the hem- 
ispheric alliance would auto- 
^ matically be considered at 
war with the rest of the treaty 
nations, including the United 
- States. 

PENTAGON EXPERTS say 
the real threat facing Latin 
American nations comes from 
within. 

Arms purchases, they say, 
should correspond to the 
needs created by indigenous 
insurrections. 

At the Latin American sum- 
i mit conference at Punta del 
i Este in 1967, a resolution was 
; passed to “limit military pur- 
! chases to the levels required ' 
i by demands of national sec- 
i curity.” 

NONETHELESS, EFFORTS 



made at a preparatory con- 
ference to define unnecessary 
military spending ended with- 
out agreement. 

The Argentine plan to build 
up its fleet with the purchase 
of two submarines involves 
supply by West Germany of 
the parts, which will be as- 
sembled in Argentina itself. 

It is also reported that con- 
versations on arms purchases 
are going on between Argen- 
tina and Great Britain. 

THE PURCHASE from 
West Germany would raise to 
four the number of Argentine 
submarines — the same num- 
ber now owned by Brazil. 
Brazil has disptached officials 
to Great Britain to study the 
financing of possible pur- 
chases. 

Chile, which is in dispute 
with Argentina over islands 
at South America’s southern 
tip, possibly would join the 
arms race, increasing its sub- 
marine fleet, which now num- 
bers two. 

Eventual action by Chile 
could cause repercusson in 
Peru, owner of four subma- 
rines. 

MOREOVER, VENEZUE- 
LA, citing its need to patrol 
its offshore waters because 
of the threat from Cuba, also 
might join the race. 

A similar situation was pro- 
duced in 1965 when Argentina 
purchased “Skyhawk” bomb- 
ers from the United States. 
Chile followed this with the 
purchase of 21 British Hawk- 
er Hunter planes, and Vene- 
zuela reacted by buying up 
72 West German Sabre jets. 

Peru, in turn, went to 
France to purchase a dozen 
Mirage 5 jets, and then Bra- 
zil entered negotiations for the 
purchase of a jet, also from 
France. 

WHEN THE PERUVIAN 
junta took over the $135 mil- 
lion IPC complex, it flew a 
French - made Mirage over 
the refinery and oil fields. 

Experts are now waiting for 
the response of other coun- 
tires to the Argentine pur- 
chase from Great Britain of 
Sea Cat rockets for its navy. 

The U. S., recognizing the 
limited possibilities of a con- 
ventional attack against any 
Latin American nation, has 
tried to discourage the pur- 
chase of military equipment 
more sophisticated than needs 




require. 



EFFORTS TO THIS END 
failed earlier this year when 
the Inter-American Commit- 
tee on the Alliance for Prog- 
ress showed little interest in 
including the arms question in 
its annual economic review 
of member nations. 

Sol Linowitz, U.S. ambas- 
sador to the OAS, suggested 
other forums were being 
looked into for possible dis- 
cussion of the problem, per- 
haps the OAS itself. 




